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1 Pall Mall Court: Saturday, November 8, 1788.

c The state of the King's health is so much the topic
of inquiry and attention at present, that I shall proba-
bly not be able to speak of any other subject to-day,
having passed the forenoon at the Duke of Portland's,
and being obliged to write several letters for the post.
I believe it is impossible that the King can be worse
than he appears to be by the most undoubted accounts
of yesterday and to-day. It may seem extraordinary that
so little should be known of the esact nature of his dis-
order ; but some of its effects are beyond a doubt, and
are of the most serious kind. His reason is entirely
gone, and I understand he has been a fortnight at least
in that situation, and what seems to render this part of
the case worse is that it has not been accompanied by
fever. He was at the same time perfectly ungovern-
able, and the distress and perplexity of the Prince and
the family must have been infinite. On Thursday the
Prince sent the Duke of York for the Chancellor, who
came with him to Windsor; the Prince probably
wishing for the authority of his advice in taking steps
for that degree of restraint which the disorder rendered
necessary. He has intervals in which he is rather
better, but he is never well, and is worse after the
intervals than before. There is nothing more certain
than the total alienation of his mind for the present;
I believe that part of his disorder is considered as ex-
tremely desperate. But his life is as certainly in the
most extreme danger; this is the language of his
physicians and of all those about him who would be